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Dorset Council Budget 
After lengthy debate at the Dorset Council Full Council meeting on the 10th February, the budget proposals for 2026/27 were approved.  During the meeting, it was announced that an additional £5.25m capital funding would be made available to tackle flood impacts and reduce the risk of future disruption - a £5m capital flood-resilience fund to target known hotspots and repair storm-damaged sections, plus £250,000 for a new, dedicated gully cleaning crew to clear roadside gullies that have been inundated by the storms and keep water moving during heavy rain.  This increased funding is welcomed and, as ward councillors, we will make every effort that the additional funding is put to good use here in North Dorset, following up on flooding issues, which have inundated our in-boxes.

Gillingham Library Extended Access – Dorset Council has officially launched extended access at Gillingham Library, giving residents greater flexibility to use library services beyond traditional staffed hours.  This is something I thought was quite amazing when I first heard about it and successfully trialed elsewhere in Dorset, Sturminster Newton Library being one of three libraries already offering extended access.  Library users can now borrow and return books, use free Wi-Fi and computers and hire rooms for community activities from 8am to 8pm, Monday to Saturday – even when staff are not present. 18 staffed hours will continue to be offered each week, ensuring support remains available for those who need it. Any library member aged 16 or over can upgrade to Extended Access membership, which allows them to enter the library using their library card outside normal opening hours and use services independently.  

Buy with Confidence Scheme – I reported on the new ‘Homewise’ energy advice tool in my previous ward report, as part of Dorset Council’s drive to help residents make their homes warmer and cheaper to run. Information about this tool can be found at:  www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-homewise.   I raised concerns about ‘recommended installers’ and how Dorset’s residents could be assured that the ‘retro-fitters’ are reliable and of the highest standard.  I'm pleased to report, that as part of a ‘Buy with Confidence Scheme’, local tradespeople who install insulation, low-carbon heating or other energy saving measures can now apply to join the national ‘Buy with Confidence’ scheme for half the normal price (covering application fee and 50% of first year’s annual membership cost). The scheme is Trading Standards approved, helping people find reliable, vetted tradespeople working in their area. Retrofitters need to apply by 1st March and can find out more at: www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk/apply using the code RETRO26. The discounted offer, which has been made possible thanks to UK Shared Prosperity Funding, will be awarded on a first-come, first served basis.






Gillingham Community Shuttle Bus – as a member of the Gillingham Community Bus Group, I’m 
pleased to report the launch of this weekly initiative, commencing on Thursday, 26th February.  The 
service will provide access to the town for the residents of Wyke, Peacemarsh and Milton-on-Stour, 
stopping at existing bus stops for residents to access facilities and services in town or to just socialise in cafes.  A review will take place at 5 months as to usage and demand for the service.   So, it really is 
‘use it, or lose it’.  If you live in these areas, you will need to register with Dorset Community Transport before you can use the service.  There is no charge to register.  Once the service is up and running, 
you just give them a call and book.  It will be a door-to-door service.  National Bus Passes are not valid 
for travel on this service, but the fare will be very reasonable at £2 per trip for adults, £1 for a child, 
dogs going free.  If the once-a -week pilot service goes well, we may extend to other days.

To register, please Phone: 01258 287 987 to request a simple form which will be posted out to you. Completed forms to be returned to PlusBus, Dorset Community Transport, 25e Sunrise Business Park, 
Higher Shaftesbury Road, Blandford forum, Dorset DT11 8ST.  A form can be down-loaded from  the 
ECT website (google: ectcharity.co.uk/Dorset/plusbus-in-dorset) and either return to the above 
address or attach to an email and send to dorset@ectcharity.co.uk.

Wessex Partnership
The Wessex Partnership, consisting of the leaders of Dorset, Somerset, Wiltshire and Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole Councils, is an opportunity for the four councils to work together on a joint growth plan for cross-boundary issues such as planning for new homes, improving transport, supporting the local economy, protecting the environment and keeping people safe. It was announced recently that this involves preparing for setting up of a Strategic Planning Board, bringing together all four councils to plan for the future of the whole Wessex area.  Joined-up thinking must be a good thing, rather than piecing things together area by area, particularly for the residents of the very north of north Dorset, where we are close to the boundaries of Wiltshire and Somerset.  If this comes with the right funding, then this could be a very good thing.
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