Stours Parish Council 	
	
The Stours Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE STOURS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
on the 7th of November 2025 at 7.00pm at West Stour Village Hall, West Stour
Minutes are Not Verbatim
[bookmark: _Hlk149851834]Present: Cllr P Bowe – Vice Chairman, Cllr A Stagg, Cllr P Matcham, Cllr P Patrick, Cllr Judy Uden, Cllr P Stride, Cllr David Amlot MBE, Cllr P Mitchell and Cllr E Edwards
						
In attendance:	Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk) 1 member of the public.

Public Consultation: The following matters were discussed and actions agreed.

25/36.   To receive and accept apologies of absence. 
Cllr J Watkins – Chairman, Cllr R King, Cllr C Wilkins, and Dorset Councillors sent their apologies.  
Michelle Cox and Mrs Viv Jeffery, members of the public also sent their apologies

25/37.  Receive declaration of interest and dispensations
There were none.

25/38.  Co-option for new Councillors for East Stour
There were none.

25/39. To approve the minutes dated the 34th of September 2025
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Uden and seconded by Cllr Patrick, all agreed that the minutes are a true and accurate record of the meeting.  They were duly signed by the Vice-Chairman.
RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved and signed by the Vice-Chairman (25/39 – no budgetary provision.
required)
Reports from each Parish – reports had been circulated to all Councillors for their information.  
East Stour – due to the increase of residents expressing their disappointment regarding the no Dog Zone on the whole of the recreation area at the Parish Meeting it has been agreed to review the areas that will be covered by Dorset Council’s dog order. This would allow residents to walk their dogs along the pathway on a lead.
The speed watch team are very proactive and continue to obtain the necessary data which can be used to support the proposal for a zebra crossing in the village.  Cllr P Stride handed over a petition from the residents requesting a zebra crossing.  This will be used as evidence that the Parish is behind this proposal which is a requirement for applying to Dorset Council.  The Clerk will start the process once Cllr P Stride gives the go ahead.   Action - Clerk
The phone box renovations will take place in the spring.  Replacement daffodils and trees have been given to the village for the Pleck.  
The Clerk is in the process of contacting the developers at the Gillingham Development and Marnhull Development to obtain the Agreements setting out in their Planning Conditions for heavy vehicles access to both sites.   Action – Clerk
Stour Provost – Cllr P Patrick reported that she had contacted the Church requesting permission for the Parish notice board to be attached to their fencing but it was refused. It was proposed that the Clerk purchase the notice board and a post so that it can be freestanding instead.					                           Action – Clerk
Cllr P Patrick thanked Cllr P Matcham for his hard work on producing a thorough response to Dorset Councils draft Local Plan. 
Todber – Cllr P Matcham reported that there are still problems with the flooding along Red Lane.  The Clerk confirmed that Dorset Council have now confirmed that some of the drains have collapsed and the Clerk is waiting to be notified for the date when they will do the necessary repairs.
Todber would like a defibrillator for their residents but no suitable site has yet been found as mains electricity would need to be connected.  Cllr D Amlot will provide more information from the British Heart Foundation to Cllr P Matcham about this.
The Church have obtained grants for the works to the roof, which will hopefully be undertaken very soon.
The Millenium Green continues to be maintained, and additional wildflowers have been purchased to give the area more colour.
A request has been submitted to Dorset Council asking for them to agree a second site for an additional pole so that the Speed Indicator Device (SID) can be moved from one site to another.			            Action – Clerk
West Stour – Cllr P Mitchell, Cllr Edwards and Cllr Amlot tabled the following report:
Planning - Land North of Foxgloves – Appeal - The Stours PC were invited to comment on the Appeal for the development of a dwelling on the Land North of Foxgloves. We received comments from a parishioner. The Stour PC response focuses on challenging statements made by the applicant on the sustainability status of West Stour, referencing the extant and draft Dorset Local Plan that wasn’t available at the time of the original application.
Dorset Local Plan – a detailed response has been sent to Dorset Council.
Neighbourhood Plan – A Committee has been formed.  The Committee have engaged with Dorset Council NP representative, Rachel Noke, for advice. A questionnaire is being finalised.  It was agreed that a provisional sum of £200 towards the printing of the questionnaire will be covered by the Parish Council, out of the West Stour budget. 
Speed Indicator Devices – The Clerk will confirm with the SID team at Dorset Council that a new SID is not required for the village.  The Clerk confirmed that Mr Hawtree has been formally thanked for their kind offer of a donation towards a new SID.
Extension of West Stour A30 30mph speed limit to far side of the bridge – A Speed check device has been installed at the top of the village and Cllr Amlot will check to see if the other speed check device has been installed along the A30.
Footpaths/Stiles – The Clerk is waiting for an update on a date for Dorset Council to complete these works.
Standing order were removed to allow a member of the public to speak
Highways – The Clerk has contacted Dorset Council and the Owners of the Spar Garage to find out who is responsible for painting the White Lines at the Entrance and Exit.  Once a response has been received, this will be circulated to the Councillors.  The member of the public expressed disappointment about how long this matter has been going on for and also asked when the 30MPH roundels will be painted in the village.  The Clerk confirmed that the works for the painting of the roundels are on Dorset Council schedule of works and will speak to the head of highways to get confirmation of when the project is likely to be completed.
Standing orders were re-instated.
Church and Village Hall - Representatives confirmed no request for grants from precept year (25/26) - Future requests will be subject to application and review.  It was also noted that there is a water leak outside the Village Hall.  The Clerk has been asked to investigate who is responsible for the entrance to the Hall.	                  Action - Clerk

25/40. Reports from Dorset Councillors.
Dorset Councillor reports had been circulated and can be seen on the Parish Council’s website, or a copy can be obtained by the Clerk 

25/41. Planning: review of applications received (DC = Dorset Council)
P/HOU/2025/05314/05315 - Nonner cottage SP - Erect single and two-storey extensions, construct detached garage.  It was reported that works have started on the garages, but due to unforeseen underground electric supply, the applicant was required to go back to planning to amend their plans.
P/TRT/2025/05410	Garden House SP - Tree works - duly noted
P/FUL/2025/04692	Wessex Farm Sherborne Causeway - Anaerobic digestion facility – duly noted
P/LBC/2025/05592	Diamond Farmhouse SP - Replace & refurbish dormer windows - No objection
P/HOU/2025/05718	Russet Cottage SP - Erect single storey wooden garden log cabin – No objection
P/PABA/2025/05953	Land West of Angel Lane SP - Erect agricultural building – No objection
P/FUL/2025/03219	Land North of Foxgloves WS - Erect single detached dwelling – comments for the appeal will be sent to Dorset Council before the 19th of November.
Full details of planning decisions are available on the Dorset Council website.

25/42 Finance 
Clerks’ additional hours proposal – the Vice-Chairman proposed the Clerk hours are increased to an additional 5 hours a week as from April 2026, this was seconded by Cllr A Stagg, all in favour.
	RESOLVED: to increase the Clerks hours by 5 hours a week, as from the 1st of April 2026 (25/42 budget 2026-27)
Budget and Precept 2026-2027 – the Clerk had circulated and tabled the detailed proposed budget and precept for 2026-2027 for the Parish Council, which includes all of the Parishes.  Cllr P Bowe proposed that the budget and precept is set at £46095.00 for 2026-2027, this was seconded by Cllr P Patrick, all in favour.
	RESOLVED: to set the budget and precept for the Stours Parish Council at £46095.00. (25/42a budget)
A full breakdown of the budget will be available on the Parish Council website or a copy can be obtained from the Clerk.
To record: Payments paid between meetings – The Clerk had circulated payment schedule for September 2025 for the sum of £2173.78 which had been approved via email for payment.
To agree: Payment Schedule for October 25 - The Clerk had tabled the Payment Schedule for October 2025 for the um of £5145.29. This was proposed by Cllr P Patrick and seconded by Cll A Stagg all agreed for the payments on the payment schedule be paid, the schedule and bank reconciliation were duly signed.
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RESOLVED: to ratify the September and agree the October payments (25/42 – current account)
The bank reconciliation had been circulated and agreed.

25/43.  Chairman’s report 
Nothing to report.
	
25/44.  Clerk Report- correspondence – all correspondence has been circulated.
The Clerk had received a grant application for East Stour Parish for support for the Village Newsletter for the Sum of £379.36.  The Councillors from East Stour confirmed these funds had been allocated and approved the application.
Cllr Uden reported that Dorset Council have left a large sign on the A30, which is still advertising the road works at West Stour.  As these works have now been completed, the Clerk will remind Dorset Council to collect the signage.
    
25/45.  Items for next agenda and date of next meeting.  Update to do list – SIDS – Budget

The Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 8th of January 2026 at Stour Row Village Hall at 7.00pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.00pm
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………
Website address http://www.stours-pc.gov.uk       	                                                                                        
Should you wish to contact any Councillor please us the address clerk@stours-pc.gov.uk
			November 2025      
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Payee Detail

 Expense 

Amount 

 Receipt 

Amount 

Eon

Electric Pavillion SP 5.00 £           

Dontion 

East Stour donation 

Lloyds

Service Charge 4.25 £           

HMRC

Paye/ni/tax/pension sep 379.08 £       

N Phillips

Clerks wages SO Sep 926.73 £       

Nest

Clerk pension for Sep 126.79 £       

N Phillips

Clerk expenses Sep 84.05 £         

Alfie Burt

Grass cutting TB 90.90 £         

Alfie Burt

Grass cutting ES 270.00 £       

Dorset Counci  Precept 18,193.50 £  

Boston Bulbs - n phillips Daffodil king bulbs ES 41.99 £         

Microsoft 365 - n phillips Laptop subscription 104.99 £       

CR Ground Ltd Grass cutting SP 140.00 £       

Total Sep 2,173.78 £   

Payee

Detail

 Expense 

Amount 

N Phillips SO

Clerks wages so Oct 926.73 £       

Lloyds bank Service Charge 4.25 £           

Eon

Electric for pavilion SP 5.00 £           

Water 2 business

Water rates pavilion SP 107.75 £       

Julian Rowe

Todber sign TB 95.00 £         

Julian Rowe

Bus Shelter repairs SP 1,295.00 £   

West Stour Villge Hall

Hall Hire WS 10.00 £         

N Phillips

Clerk exp 89.99 £         

CR Groundcare Ltd

Grass cutting SP 140.00 £       

J M Wallis hedge work 1417 SP 270.00 £       

Alfie Burt 1366 Grass cutting TB 90.90 £         

Alfie Burt 1365 Grass cutting ES 270.00 £       

Mike Lewis SR cemetery maint 760.91 £       

Woodland Trust don for tree NPReplacement tree ES 32.90 £         

HMR  DD Paye/tax/ni/emp ni 380.07 £       

Nest DD

Pension 126.79 £       

Boston Seed TB flowers

Invoice 1045302 TB 180.00 £       

Boston Seed TB flowers Invoice 1045436 TB 360.00 £       

Total Oct 5,145.29 £   


