Stours Parish Council 	
	
The Stours Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE STOURS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
on the 8th of January 2025 at 7.00pm at West Stour Village Hall, West Stour
Minutes are Not Verbatim
[bookmark: _Hlk149851834]Present: Cllr J Watkins – Chairman, Cllr P Bowe – Vice Chairman, Cllr R King, Cllr A Stagg, Cllr P Matcham, Cllr P Patrick, Cllr Judy Uden, Cllr P Stride, Cllr David Amlot MBE, Cllr E Edwards
						
In attendance:	Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk) 5 Members of the Public.

Public Consultation: There was nothing raised.

25/46.   To receive and accept apologies of absence. 
Cllr C Wilkins, Cllr P Mitchell, and Dorset Councillors sent their apologies.  

25/47.  Receive declaration of interest and dispensations
There were none.

25/48.  Co-option for new Councillors for East Stour
There were three members of the public present, who expressed their interest in being co-opted for Councillors for East Stour Parish, for the Stour Parish Council.
Tracey Robertson, Simon Fuller and Philip Bird all gave a brief summary of their time living in East Stour and their background, and their willingness to give back to the Parish.
Cllr J Uden proposed that all three members of the public are co-opted as Councillors for the Stours Parish Council, this was seconded by Cllr P Stride, all in favour.
RESOLVED: to co-opted Tracey Robertson, Simon Fuller and Philip Bird as Councillors for Stours Parish Council representing East Stour Parish. (25/48 – no budgetary requirements)
The Chairman welcomed the new Councillors and invited them to join the meeting, noting that they are not able to vote on any proposals at this meeting, until they sign their register of interest, which the Clerk will forward to them.

25/49. To approve the minutes dated the 6th of November 2025
The minutes were proposed by Cllr King and seconded by Cllr Patrick, all agreed that the minutes are a true and accurate record of the meeting.  They were duly signed by the Chairman.
		RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman (25/49 – no budgetary provision.
		required)
Reports from each Parish.  
West Stour 
Planning - Land North of Foxgloves – Appeal NFTR. Land adjacent to Walled Garden – amendment – no update.
Land West of Church House – Objection
Standing order were removed to allow the Chairman of the NDP Sub Committee to speak to agenda item 4
Neighbourhood Plan - Formalising the Neighbourhood Development Plan Sub Committee for West Stour.  The Clerk asked for confirmation that the Councillors are happy for the Parish Council to formalise the NDP Sub Committee for West Stour and to also confirm that the proposed Neighbourhood Development Plan it to include the whole of West Stour Parish.  All Councillors voted in favour. 
RESOLVED: For Stours Parish Council to formalise the West Stour Sub Committee, producing the Neighbourhood Development Plan for the whole of West Stour Parish (25/49a – no budgetary requirement)
Standing orders were re-instated	Requested confirmation - that the underspent funds that had been allocated for printing for the consultation for the NSP for West Stour, can be used for further printing and refreshments for the open day in the Village Hall.  The Clerk confirmed that funds have been allocated to the NDP, so the underspent funds can be used towards the necessary consultation process for the NDP process.
Confirmation of NP Printing Invoice payment – The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council have already paid for the NDP printing.  It was noted that there was a mix up communication, as this invoice had been paid.  Cllr Edwards will request a refund for the person that paid the invoice and if there are any issues to come back to the Clerk.
It was also noted that Rachel Noake, Dorset Council NDP lead, continues to endorse the work, in spite of recent negativity around NDP.
Speed Indicator Devices - Working well, supported by Dorset Councils SIDs team. 
Extension of West Stour A30 30mph speed limit to outer limit of bridge and any potential traffic calming measures and Church Street Survey – Clerk to chase up Dorset Council for the results.					

Footpaths / Stiles –to include the two bridges, the Clerk will again contact the Rangers, to obtain a schedule of when the works will commence.								            Action - Clerk
Highways - Clerk to confirm update on previous action and status of ‘white line’ issue at the Spar Garage. The Clerk confirmed that this matter is being dealt with the Spar Garage Owners and Dorset Council direct.
Signs -	Cllr Amlot has submitted another three faded sign reports on the A30, Church Street and Lynch Lane.  Cllr Amlot will send over the submission responses from Dorset Council for the Clerk to chase up.      Action - Clerk
Stour Provost/Stour Row 
Cllr Patrick asked for an update on the new notice board, the Clerk confirmed that it is on order.  Cllr Patrick confirmed that Dorset Council have stated that the new 20MPH for the Village and the stretch at the crossroads new speed limit of 40MPH should be in place by the end of February 2026.  
Cllr Watkins noted that she had received communication from the Cricket Club, asking for an update on the proposed re-furnishment of the Pavilion.  It was confirmed that the Parish Council are waiting for two to three quotes from the Cricket Club, to enable the Clerk to apply for grants.  
Cllr Watkins re-iterated how dangerous the corner off Stour Lane had got in the freezing weather and had instructed the Clerk to request that Dorset Council provide signage warning of the ice.  This has not been done to date so the Clerk will request this again from Dorset Council.  The Clerk had sent photos provided by Cllr Watkins to Dorset Council, showing that the problems is being caused by a natural spring flowing out onto the road, and is not entering the nearby drain.										Action - Clerk
Todber – Cllr Bowe expressed concern that there is no grit bin at the junction of Church Road onto the B3092, which gets very icy.  The Clerk will speak to Dorset Council to obtain confirmation that a grit bin should be sited on the junction, as it was noted that a bin used to be on site.						Action – Clerk
Cllr King reported that Dorset Council had conducted a site visit for the proposal of an additional pole being erected to house the SID unit.  Dorset Council have responded that the proposed site if not adequate, due to low traffic speeds, so another site is being investigated.
East Stour
Cllr Stride reported that a volunteer from the Village has come forward offering to paint the phone box.  There is not enough paint for the whole of the phone box.  Cllr Amlot stated that West Stour have spare paint and will liaise with Cllr Stride to arrange for the paint to gifted.
Cllr Stride confirmed that the Zebra Crossing petition can now be sent to Dorset Council for their action.  The Clerk will send the petition off to the relevant department.							Action - Clerk
Cllr Stride reported that some of the grit bins in East Stour are not full.  The Clerk will instruct Dorset Council to fill them.												Action - Clerk

25/50. Reports from Dorset Councillors.
Dorset Councillor reports had been circulated and can be seen on the Parish Council’s website, or a copy can be obtained by the Clerk.  The main point on the reports is that the C13 will be closed from Melbury to Blandford from January for an entire year.	 

25/51. Planning: review of applications received (DC = Dorset Council)
[image: ]
Full details of planning decisions are available on the Dorset Council website.

25/52 Finance 
To record: Payments paid between meetings – The Clerk had circulated payment schedule for November 2025 for the sum of £3761.17 which had been approved via email for payment.
To agree: Payment Schedule for December 25 - The Clerk had tabled the Payment Schedule for December 2025 for the um of £3476.73. This was proposed by Cllr Amlot and seconded by Cllr Stagg all agreed for the payments on the payment schedule be paid, the schedule and bank reconciliation were duly signed.
[image: ]

RESOLVED: to ratify the November and agree the December payments (25/52 – current account)
The bank reconciliation had been circulated and agreed.
Todber Parish requested for the £500.00 annual donation be paid to the Church, the Clerk will arrange this payment.

25/53.  Chairman’s report 
Thanked everyone for attending the meeting.
	
25/54.  Clerk Report- correspondence – all correspondence has been circulated.

25/55.  Items for next agenda and date of next meeting.  Reports from Parishes

The Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 5th of March 2026 at East Stour Village Hall at 7.00pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 19.48pm
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………
Website address http://www.stours-pc.gov.uk       	                                                                                        
Should you wish to contact any Councillor please us the address clerk@stours-pc.gov.uk
			January 2026      
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P/HOU/2025/06393 Jolly Lodge Stour Row SR Erect two storey rear extension  no objection

Granted

P/PALH/2025/06695 Church Close Todber TB Erect single storey rear extension noted

Prior app no required

P/LBC/2025/06862 Homestead East Stour ES Demolition of chimney and rear porch and internals works no objection

Await decision

P/PAAC/2025/02911 Duncliff Hall Farm SR Change of use noted

Proir app refused

P/TRC/2025/07247 The Old Rectory Stour Provost SP Tree works noted

approved

 P/FUL/2025/07105 Land west of Orchard House 1 No dwelling objected

Await decision
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Payee Detail

VAT 

Included

 Expense 

Amount 

 Receipt 

Amount 

N Phillips SO

Clerks wages Nov 926.73 £     

J Coates FFF

Field hire - ES 120.00 £  

Dennis graveyard

Donation SR 30.00 £    

Nest DD

Clerk Pension 126.79 £     

Eon DD

Pavillion supply SR/SP 5.00 £          

Lloyds bank

Service Charge 4.25 £          

N Phillips

Clerks expenses Nov 89.99 £       

DAPTC

Training Devol Dorset 75.00 £       

Alfie Burt 1378

Grass cutting ES 270.00 £     

Alfie Burt 1379 Grass cutting TB 90.90 £       

Alfie Burt 1382 Final cut SR footpath 350.00 £     

Dorset Council SID deployment WS/ES 103.00 £        618.00 £     

Gillshed Repairs noticeboard ES 42.34 £          254.04 £     

Land registry N Phillips Land village hall WS 24.00 £       

East stour village news Grant ES 379.36 £     

Vision ICT

SSL certificate  10.00 £          60.00 £       

Phillips Robertson

Batteris forr Speed gun ES 1.84 £            11.04 £       

Parish Online Mapping annual sub 16.00 £          96.00 £       

HMRC DD Paye/tax/ni/emp ni 380.07 £     

Payments Nov 3,761.17 £ 

Payee Detail

VAT 

Included

 Expense 

Amount 

 Receipt 

Amount 

Lloyds bank

Service Charge 4.25 £          

PCC Stour Provost

Grant SP 500.00 £     

Dorset Council 

Todber Speed Survey TB 59.00 £          354.00 £     

Eon

Elec Pavilion SP 5.00 £          

N Phillips So

wages 926.73 £     

Stour provost Cricket Club

Field hire SP 220.00 £  

East Stour Donation

Donation 10.00 £    

Nova Stationery

WS leaflets 75.00 £        - £        

Vision ICT (awaiting refund)

SSL certificate paid twice  60.00 £       

HMRC DD Paye/tax/ni/emp ni 380.07 £     

Nest  DD Clerk Pension 126.79 £     

Alfie Burt 1393 Grass cutting ES 270.00 £     

Alfie Burt 1394 Grass cutting TB 90.90 £       

N Phillips  Clerks expenses Dec 89.99 £       

Dorset Council  West Stour speed surveys 99.00 £          594.00 £     

Payments December 3,476.73 £ 


