Stours Parish Council 	
	
The Stours Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE STOURS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
on the 5th of March 2026 at 7.00pm at East Stour Village Hall, 
East Stour
Minutes are Not Verbatim
[bookmark: _Hlk149851834]Present: Cllr J Watkins – Chairman, Cllr P Bowe – Vice Chairman, Cllr P Matcham, Cllr E Edwards, Cllr P Mitchell, Cllr C Wilkins, Cllr J Uden, Cllr T Robertson and Cllr S Fuller
						
In attendance:	Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk), no members of the Public.

Public Consultation: there were none

25/56.   To receive and accept apologies of absence. 
Cllr A Stagg, Cllr P Patrick, Cllr P Bird, Cllr R King, Cllr P Stride and Cllr D Amlot send their apologies.  Cllr D Amlot has resigned from the Parsh Council due to work commitments as of the 4th of March 2026, this is a great loss to West Stour Parish and the Stours Parish Council.  The Clerk asked Councillors from West Stour to put the official vacancy poster on the noticeboard in the Parish.

25/57.  Receive declaration of interest and dispensations
There were none.

25/58.  To approve the minutes dated the 8th of January 2026
The minutes were proposed by Cllr P Bowe and seconded by Cllr J Uden all agreed that the minutes are a true and accurate record of the meeting.  They were duly signed by the Chairman.
		RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman (25/58 – no budgetary provision.
		required)
To consider request from Stour Provost School regarding speed limit reduction.  The email from the school had been circulated and after debate it was agreed for the Parish Council to instruct Dorset Council to complete the speed survey along the road, which is necessary before any application for speed reduction is applied for.  Action - Clerk
Reports from each Parish.  
West Stour – West Stour circulated their report, the main items raised are as follows:
Planning 
P/FUL/2025/03072 - Land North of Ploughman’s Rest (adjacent to Walled Garden) – amendment - Granted
P/LUL/2025/07105 - Land North of Church House – Application withdrawn
Notice from PWCR Architects / Town Planners that Julian Trim of Dorset Showground is exploring how the showground and buildings might be developed – currently considering submitting an application 9 houses on Dorset Showground (information submitted to the West Stour Neighbourhood Steering Group)
Neighbourhood Plan 
Formalised the NP Steering Committee under the Stour’s Group PC via Chairman Barrie Loring at Stours Jan meeting and formally minuted that they are a SC of the Stours PC, not just the West Stour Parish Meeting.
Rachel Noake, Dorset Council NP lead continues to endorse the work.
Update (from Barry Loring – Chairman NPSC) progress with the West Stour Neighbourhood Plan. 
· Following the last joint Stours meeting where it was agreed that the NP area would be the West Stour Parish Boundary, Dorset Council put it out for comment with a deadline of March 25th for comment 
· At the end of last year, the parishioners were sent a questionnaire about the NP asking for their opinions and 103 questionnaires were sent out with 44 responses. The data was analysed and then put into chart form. Over 3 days, 27th, 28th February and 1st March open days at WS village hall were held so that parishioners could see the response to the questionnaire and also enter into further conversation about the plan, talking to the WS councillors and the NP steering group. The three days were well attended, and a lot of interest was generated. Next step for the steering group is taking the response from the questionnaire and following official guidelines creating the plan.
Clerk to ask Dorset Council for an estimate of what date the extension of West Stour A30 30mph speed limit to outer limit of bridge and any potential traffic calming measures / Church Street speed limit reduction (30mph to 20mph) request.											Action – Clerk
Clerk to also obtain a date from Dorset Council regarding outstanding matter regarding the footpaths and stiles. 														Action – Clerk
The Clerk confirmed that the owners of the Spar Garage are working with Dorset Council to ensure that the correct road marking at the entrance and exit of the Garage will be completed as soon as possible, the Clerk will chase this matter.												Action - Clerk 
Stour Provost/Stour Row
Cllr J Watkins reported the following:
· A complaint from a resident living along Scotchy Lane, regarding the smell, noise and rat problem the small holding is causing.  It was noted that Dorset Council planning team and environment team have visited the site twice, but no actions have been enforced to date.  
· Cllr J Watkins took photos of the water run off the land, next to the bend at Stour Lane, which has been forwarded on to Dorset Council for their action. 			
Todber 
Cllr P Matcham reported the following:
· the Church roof re-furbishment is nearly completed and that the Church they are now looking at way to raise funds to enable it to be used as a community hub.
· the grass cutting contractor will start works in March on the Millennium green, ready for additional planting of wildflowers.
· work has commenced on the Quarry site; this will cause additional traffic now and when it is completed.
· the chevron sign on the corner near heading towards Marnhull has been destroyed by a vehicle.  The Clerk will chase the replacement sign up with Dorset Council.					Action - Clerk
East Stour
Cllr T Robertson reported the following:
· the Councillors had an interim none public meeting with the Clerk to go through procedures and outstanding actions within the Parish.  These actions include, speeding, road safety, phone box, play area, zebra crossing and footpath.  These actions will be discussed more at the Parish Meeting in April.
· reported that the mobile Post Office will cease to visit the Parish in a week’s time.  This service is essential for those that do not drive and not use internet banking.  A petition from those that use this service has been completed and will be send to the relevant organisations.  The Clerk suggested that Dorset Councillors are informed to see if they could support the petition in any way.

25/59. Reports from Dorset Councillors.
Dorset Councillor reports had been circulated and can be seen on the Parish Council’s website, or a copy can be obtained by the Clerk.  	 

25/60. Planning: review of applications received (DC = Dorset Council)
P/FUL/2026/00626 - Chequers Farm Scotchey Lane - approved under Class Q consent for conversion to 3 dwellings – it was felt this is a better proposal than a barn conversion
P/LBC/2026/00200/019 - Diamond Farmhouse Mill Lane -Remove and replace the rear extension – for Conservation officer to determine 
Full details of planning decisions are available on the Dorset Council website.

25/61 Finance 
To record: Payments paid between meetings – The Clerk had circulated payment schedule for January 2026 for the sum of £3790.57 which had been approved via email for payment.
To agree: Payment Schedule for February 2026 - The Clerk had tabled the Payment Schedule for February 2026 for the sum of £2018.24. This was proposed by Cllr E Edwards and seconded by Cllr P Bowe all agreed for the payments on the payment schedule be paid, the schedule and bank reconciliation were duly signed.
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RESOLVED: to ratify the January payments via email and to agree the payment schedule for February 2026 (25/61– current account)
The bank reconciliation had been circulated and agreed.

25/62.  Chairman’s report – the Chairman had circulated her report in February regarding the Town and Parish Council forum. 
	
25/63.  Clerk Report- correspondence – all correspondence has been circulated.
An email from Cllr A Stagg suggesting that whilst the footpath/bridle way is closed off at Duncliffe, due to the ground has collapsed, due to heavy rain fall, that the five bar gate next to the gate could be opened for people and horse riders to use.  The Clerk will forward this suggestion on to the necessary authority.

25/64.  Items for next agenda and date of next meeting.  Co-option for West Stour - AGM - Reports from Parishes

The Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 7th of May 2026 at Stour Row Village Hall at 7.00pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.10pm
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………
Website address http://www.stours-pc.gov.uk       	                                                                                        
Should you wish to contact any Councillor please us the address clerk@stours-pc.gov.uk
			March 2026      
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Payee Detail

 Expense 

Amount 

Lloyds bank

Service Charge 4.25 £           

N Phillips 

Clerks wages Jan 926.73 £       

Eon SP

Electric Pavilion Dec 5.00 £           

Todber Church  TB

Grants donations 500.00 £       

eon SP

Electric pavilion Jan 5.00 £           

N Phillips

Clerks expenses Jan 89.99 £         

Vision ICT

3 no email addresses 47.99 £         

Vision ICT (£60.00 credit)

fee for .gov uk domain 18.00 £         

Alfie Burt ES

Grass cutting 1404 270.00 £       

Alfie Burt TB Grass cutting 1405 90.90 £         

Greenbarnes LTD SP Notice board 1,326.84 £   

HMRC Paye/ni/emp NI  379.08 £       

Nest Pension Clerk Pension 126.79 £       

Total for January 3,790.57 £   
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Payee Detail

VAT 

Included

 Expense 

Amount 

West Stour Village Hall

Hall Hire WS Nov 15.00 £       

Lloyds bank

Service Charge 4.25 £          

N Phillips

Clerks wages Feb 926.73 £     

Alfie Burt ES

grass cutting 1404 270.00 £     

Alfie Burt TB

grass cutting 1405 90.90 £       

ICO

Subscription 47.00 £       

Nova Stationery

West Stour NDP 37.50 £       

HMRC

Paye/ni/tax/emp ni 379.08 £     

Nest

Clerk pension 126.79 £     

N Phillips  Clerks expenses Feb 89.99 £       

Eon electric pavilion expenses SP 5.00 £          

Defender - fire exti pavilion expenses SP 26.00 £       

Total for Feb 2026 2,018.24 £ 


