

Stour Provost Parish Meeting	
	
Stour Provost Parish

Minutes of Stour Provost Parish meeting 
    Held on the 5th of October 2023 at 7.00pm 
at Stour Row Village Hall

Present: Cllr J Watkins – Chairman, Cllr P Patrick, Cllr C Wilkins, Cllr E Scott
						
In attendance:	Mrs N Phillips – Clerk and 4 members of the public
	
1/23.  Apologies for Absence 
Cllr A Stagg and Cllr J Morisetti and Dorset Councillor Jane Somper
 
2/23.  Declaration of interest and dispensations
There were none.

3/23.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting dated the 13th of April 2023.
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Wilkins and seconded by Cllr Watkins, all agreed they are a true and accurate record of the meeting.  They were duly signed by the Chairman 
RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman (3/24)

4/23. Matters arising.
From the to do list:
Play Area – the proposal for a Pétanque is waiting for costs to be obtained.
Maintenance for graveyard in Stour Row – Cllr Morisetti and Chairman will arrange a meeting to discuss the idea of replacing the front gate/fence. The Chairman reported that a local resident has volunteered to help with the upkeep of the graveyard.  It was noted and a letter of thanks will be sent.
Pavilion – the Pavilion works have now been completed.  The Cricket Club have agreed to paint the Pavilion, the Parish Council will pay for the paint and materials needed.
Rabbits – the ongoing issue of rabbits at the recreation area in Stour Provost was raised and it was noted that the rabbits are coming from a neighbouring field. The owner of the field will be contacted to see if they are happy to work with the Parish Council to try and resolve this matter.
20mph scheme/road safety – Stour Row are happy with not applying for a 20MPH limit.  Residents of Stour Provost have expressed a positive response for at 20MPH limit in the village.  The Clerk will speak to Cllr J Somper to start the process of applying for a 20MPH limit in the village.  Local residents expressed their main concern over the safety of the cross road junction on the B3092.  It seems to have been missed that Stour Provost is in two halves, one either side of the B3092.   A member of the public reported that Dorset Council refer the Department Of Transport guidelines for local speeds in January 2013, but have not looked at this policy whilst assessing Stour Provost cross road safety.  After debate, it was agreed for the Clerk to arrange a site visit with Cllr J Somper and the road safety team at Dorset Council to discuss this matter further and to highlight the Department of Transport guidelines.  It was also suggested that if anyone has any incident at this junction, near misses, overtaking, or any other incident that is felt dangerous, and to report it to Dorset Council Highway department, as the more incidents reported will help Dorset Council justify the costs involved in making this junction safer for all.  It was noted that there has been fatalities on this road in the past and it really does need more safety measures put in place before there are any more accidents.  							              	Action - Clerk

5/23.Officers report:
Stour Row church – The Church at Stour Row had been sold and the new owners are renovating it under the guidance of Dorset Council.
Representative to Village Hall – nothing to report,
[bookmark: _Hlk149852891]Environment Team – The Chairman had attended a very informative COP Climate awareness meeting in Dorchester, which was run by Cllr Morisetti and her husband.  

6/23.   To consider budget and precept for 2024/2025
The Clerk had tabled a proposed budget for 2024/2025.  After debate, Cllr Wilkins proposed to increase the precept for Stour Row/Provost by £250.00.  The budget/precept for 2024/2025 will be for the sum of £4850,00, which was  seconded by Cllr Patrick and all agreed.
		RESOLVED: to agree the budget and set the precept for 2024-2025 at £4850.00. (6/23 Budget)

7/23.   Agenda items to be agreed for the next Parish meeting in April 2023, date to be confirmed.
AGM 
		    
There being no further business the meeting closed at 19.37
	
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………

Website address http//: www.stours-pc.gov.uk
Should you wish to contact any Councillor please us the address
clerk@stours-pc.gov.uk


         

