

Stours Parish Council 	
	
 The Stours Parish Council 

MINUTES OF AN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE STOURS PARISH COUNCIL on the 7th of May 2026 
 7.00pm at Stour Row Village Hall, Stour Row 	
Meeting minutes are not verbatim records of everything said in a meeting. Instead, they offer a summary of key points, decisions, and actions.

Present: Cllr P Bowe, Cllr C Wilkins, Cllr P Patrick, Cllr P Matcham, Cllr R King, Cllr E Edwards, Cllr P Mitchell, Cllr P Stride and Cllr P Bird
			
In attendance:	Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk) - There were two members of the public 
	
26/1.    Election of Chairman and signing of Declaration of Office 
Cllr Patrick proposed Cllr Watkins for Chairman 2026-2027 this was seconded by Cllr Bowe; all members were in favour. Cllr Watkins was not present at the meeting but had expressed her acceptance of office if voted for, the acceptance of office form will be signed in due course.
RESOLVED: for Cllr Watkins for Chairman for The Stours Parish Council for 2026-27 (26/1, no budgetary provision required)

26/2.    To receive and accept apologies of absence and declaration of interest
Cllr J Uden, Cllr S Fuller, Cllr T Robertson, Cllr A Stagg and Dorset Councillors, Cllr B Ridout and Cllr V Pothecary, Cllr J Somper and Cllr C Woode sent their apologies.
There were no declarations of interest.

26/3.    Election of Vice Chairman.
Cllr P Matcham proposed Cllr P Bowe for vice-chairman, this was seconded by Cllr R King, all members were in favour. Cllr Bowe signed the acceptance of office.
RESOLVED: for Cllr P Bowe for Vice-Chairman for The Stours Parish Council 2026-27 (26/3, no budgetary provision required)

26/4.    Parish Council legal documents 
· To consider if the Parish Council have met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012 will be agreed.  It was confirmed that all Councillors are elected members and therefore Cllr Patrick proposed that the Parish Council adopt the General Power of Competence, this was seconded by Cllr Matcham all in favour
· RESOLVED For the Stours Parish Council to adopt the General Power of Competence for 2026-2027. (26/4 no budgetary provision required)
· To confirm no changes to the adopted policies and procedures in place- it was confirmed that the financial regulations had been amended 2025 and the IT policy had been circulated ready for adoption at this meeting.  Cllr Bowe proposed to adopt the IT policy, this was seconded by Cllr King, all in favour.
· RESOLVED: to adopt the IT policy for Stour Parish Council 2026 (26a/4 – no budgetary requirements)

26/5.  To approve the minutes of the AGM 22nd May 2025
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Bowe and seconded by Cllr Patrick all agreed that the minutes are a true and accurate record of the meeting.  They were duly signed by the Vice-Chairman.
RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman (26/5 – no budgetary allocations required)

26/6.  Approval the governance statement and annual accounts.
The Clerk tabled the following:
· The annual governance statement 2025/26
· The end of year accounting statements 2025/26
· The Asset Register 2025/26
· The Bank reconciliation 2025/26
· Confirm the date for the Public Rights notification 
· Confirmed that there were no conflicts of interest with BDO LLP
· The amended Risk Assessment

After debate it was agreed to add Asset Register to the agenda for each Parish, to confirm that all assets are listed as the Clerk had inherited the list and goes back a few years.

These were proposed by Cllr Bowe and seconded by Cllr King, all members agreed to approve the end of year accounts and the governance statement for the external auditor. The Chairman duly signed the governance statements.
RESOLVED: to approve the governance statement, relevant forms and there no conflicts of interest with BDO LLP for 2025-2026 (26/6 no budgetary requirements).

26/7. To confirm officers’ roles for each Parish
· Planning for Todber and Stour Row/Stour Provost 		Cllr P Matcham
· Recreation area for Stour Row/Stour Provost			Cllr C Wilkins and Cllr J Watkins
· Recreation area for East Stour					Cllr P Stride
· Communications for East Stour				Cllr T Robertson
· Communications for West Stour				Cllr E Edwards
· Communications for Stour Row/Stour Provost		Cllr P Patrick and Cllr J Watkins
All other roles will be covered by all Councillors from each Parish

26/8. Reports from Dorset Councillors 
Full reports from Dorset Councillors will be published on the Parish Council’s website or a copy can be obtained from the Clerk.
Concerns were raised that none of the Dorset Councillors had attended the Parish Councils AGM.  It was agreed that more communications between the Parish Council and the Dorset Councillor for all of the wards need to be improved.

At this point the Vice Chairman closed the AGM and opened the Parish Council meeting.



Parish Council Meeting

Public Consultation – There were none.

26/9.  Co-option for new councillors for West Stour and East Stour
The Clerk asked if anyone present is interested in joining the Parish Council representing West Stour or East Stour
Mr Barrie Loring came forward for West Stour Parish.  Mr Loring is already the Chairman for West Stour Neighbourhood Development plan and is looking to do more for the village.
Cllr Matcham proposed Mr Barrie Loring is co-opted on to the Parish Councill as Councillor for West Stour Parish, this was seconded by Cllr King, all in favour. 
RESOLVED: Mr Barrie Loring is co-opted as Councillor for Stour Parish Council, representing West Stour Parish. (26/9 – New Councillor)

Mr Thomas Pritchard came forward for East Stour Parish.  Mr Pritchard wishes to help the existing Councillors to ensure the best for the Parish.  Cllr Stride proposed Mr Thomas Pritchard is co-opted on to the Parish Councill as Councillor for East Stour Parish, this was seconded by Cllr King, all in favour.
RESOLVED: Mr Thomas Pritchard is co-opted as Councillor for Stour Parish Council, representing East Stour Parish. (26/9a – New Councillor)

 26/10. Approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 5th of March 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk102650205]The minutes were proposed by Cllr Stride and seconded by Cllr Matcham, all agreed that the minutes are a true and accurate record of the meeting.  They were duly signed by the Vice-Chairman.
RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman (26/10 – no budgetary allocations required)
Actions in progress report from the Clerk – The Clerk will produce an updated action list for each Parish to ensure actions are not missed, these will be re-viewed at the next Parish Council meeting in July.

26/11.  Finance 
To record: Payments paid between meetings – The Clerk had circulated payment schedule since March’s meeting, these had been approved via email.
To agree: Payment Schedule for April 2026- The Clerk had tabled the Payment Schedule for April 2026 for the sum of £3627.18.  This was proposed by Cllr Bowe and seconded by Cllr Patrick all agreed for the payments on the payment schedule be paid, the schedule was duly signed Vice Chairman.
 [image: ]
 
RESOLVED: to pay the payment on the schedule to the total sum of £3627.18 and confirm the bank reconciliation for April 2026 (26/11 current account)
	
26/12.  Planning: review of applications received
[image: ]
The applications above had been viewed by Councillors.  There were no objections to these applications.  It was noted that the Wessex Farm application has been approved by Dorset Council.
It was also noted that Dorset Council will be putting their proposed Local Plan out for public consultation in the Autumn.

26/13.  Chairman’s report 
Nothing to report

26/14.  Parish and officers’ reports    
Stour Provost:
· The new notice board has been installed
· The new speed limit roundels have been painted on the roads, just awaiting the main speed limit signs to be installed.
Todber:
· A meeting has been arranged with Dorset Wildlife to discuss ideas of how to improve the Millenium Green 
· Requests have been submitted to Dorset Council, to replace the damaged chevron sign on the bend at Todber on the B3029 as well as a request for the white lines on the junction to be re-painted.

East Stour:
· Are working on obtaining professional advice regarding the drainage issue on the path around the recreation ground.
· Looking to provide another notice board
· Speed Watch team continue their good work
· Confirmed that Dorset Council will not supply traffic lights on the 4-way junction
· Allocation of funds have been agreed to supply more Poppy merchandise 
· The Phone Box has been renovated
· Unfortunately, there has been vandalism in the recreation area, a tree was so damaged, it is to be removed and a bench has been damaged, this will also need to be removed.  There was also damage to the main fence which separates the car park from the recreation ground.  These matters will need urgent attention.  The Clerk will instruct a contractor to come out to make it as safe as soon as possible.			Action – Clerk
West Stour:
· An update from Dorset Council regarding the proposed speed limit reduction in the village and on the A350 has been moved to stage 4, due to the amount of applications Dorset Council received.  The application has to be approved by the legal team which will be done in the summer, so it looks like the new speed limits will not come into effect until next year.
Full details of recent reports can be seen on the individual Parish Meeting minutes, on the Parish Councils website or a copy can be obtained from the Clerk.

26/15.  Clerk Report – correspondence
All correspondence had been circulated.
    
26/16.  Items for next agenda and date of next meeting. Action list – Additional meeting date in the year  


The Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 2nd of July 2026 at Stour Provost Village Hall at 7pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.30
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………

Website address http//: www.stours-pc.gov.uk - Should you wish to contact any Councillor please us the address clerk@stours-pc.gov.uk


			8th of May 2026
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Payee Detail

 Expense 

Amount 

 Receipt 

Amount 

Dorset Council

Precept 1/2 23,047.50 £     

N Phillips

Clerks wages April SO 926.73 £       

N Phillips

Clerk wages April no SO 403.24 £       

HMRC

Paye/ni/tax 476.69 £       

Nest

Clerk pension April 126.79 £       

Lloyds

Bank service charge 4.25 £           

Eon  SP

Electric pavilion 5.00 £           

Water2Business SP

Water for pavilion 37.67 £         

Alfie Burt, missed invoiceES invoice 1438 225.00 £       

Mick Lewis  SR invoice 1015 394.00 £       

Handy Hobrook  SP Remove old notice board 100.00 £       

West Stour Village Hall WS Hall Hire April 10.00 £         

Dorset Council ES Bin service March 27 166.92 £       

Alfie Burt SP Grass Cutting 1457 225.00 £       

Alfie Burt Todber  TB

Grass Cutting 1456 90.90 £         

Alfie Burt East Stour weeds es

Grass Cutting and weed 

1455 345.00 £       

N Phillips Clerk expenses April 89.99 £         
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