Stours Parish Council 	
	
The Stours Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE STOURS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
on the 2nd of July 2026 at 7.00pm at Stour ProvostVillage Hall, 
Stour Provost
Minutes are Not Verbatim
[bookmark: _Hlk149851834]Present: Cllr J Watkins – Chairman, Cllr P Bowe – Vice Chairman, Cllr E Edwards, Cllr B Loring, Cllr C Wilkins, Cllr P Patrick, Cllr A Stagg, Cllr T Robertson, Cllr S Fuller, Cllr P Bird, Cllr R King
						
In attendance:	Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk), 4 members of the Public.

Public Consultation: 
A member of the public reported that some speed limit signs are obstructed by the hedges.  The Clerk will ask the Highways officer to come out and check them around the surrounding Parishes.

26/17.   To receive and accept apologies of absence. 
Cll P Matcham, Cllr P Mitchell, Cllr T Pritchard, Cllr J Uden, Cllr P Stride and Dorset Councillors send their apologies

26/18.  Receive declaration of interest and dispensations
There were none.

26/19.  To approve the minutes dated the 7th of May 2026
The minutes were proposed by Cllr T Robertson and seconded by Cllr P Bird, all agreed that the minutes are a true and accurate record of the meeting.  They were duly signed by the Chairman.
		RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman (26/19 – no budgetary provision.
		required)
To consider request from Stour Provost School regarding speed limit reduction.  The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council have instructed Dorset Council to start the process for applying for a speed limit reduction.  The first step is for Dorset Council to conduct a speed survey, which has been asked for and has also been requested that the survey should not take place during the school holidays.
To discuss ownership of the Stour Row Church.  This matter has been resolved.
Reports from each Parish.  
West Stour 
· Cllr E Edwards reported that the second cut along the footpaths have been completed and some of the stiles  have been replaced.  It was also noted that the bridge will be repaired once Dorset Council obtain permission from the landowner.  
· The Clerk reported that the proposed speed limit reduction and extension is with the Panel at Dorset Council, awaiting approval.  As there has been so many applications for speed reductions the permission my not be granted until Autumn this year.
· The Clerk also confirmed the owners of the Petrol Station are chasing Dorset Council regarding painting the while line at the entrance to the Petrol Station.  
Stour Provost/Stour Row
· There have been a few small and one large power cuts in the Parish.  Due to this being raised, the Clerk suggested that the Parishes look into producing an emergency plan, where residents can go and find support in an emergency.
· The 20MPH speed signs are now up in Stour Provost.

Todber 
· Cllr P Bowe reported that the millennium green is being maintained, keeping it looking good.
· The Chevrons on the corner that were knocked down by a vehicle, have been replaced.  
· The Clerk has spoken to the new Highways Officer regarding the lack of white lines on junctions and also requested rumble strips to try and slow the traffic down before the sharp corner.
East Stour
· Cllr T Robertson went through the Parishes action list.  The fence between the village hall car park and the recreation area has been hit again and is now in urgent need of replacement.  The Clerk will obtain quotes. Action Clerk
· There was damage caused to one of the benches, which has had to be removed and the area made safe.  This was also at the same time as a tree was broken off and the fencing was damaged.  
· It was felt that due to aggressive strimming around the trees 2 have been killed.  The Clerk confirmed that she has requested that the contractor stops strimming around the base of the trees.  A request was tabled asking  what weed killer is being used on the pavement around the recreation area.  The Clerk received confirmation from the Contractor that Gyphosate weed killer is being used. 
· The Zebra crossing project has hit a hitch because of the rules and regulations regarding where a Zebra crossing could be placed, it is very difficult to find an area which abides by the rules and regulations, Dorset Council are still investigating alternative sites rather than opposite the Village Hall.

26/20. Reports from Dorset Councillors.
No reports given. 
The Clerk reported that Cllr J Somper has noted that Dorset Council boundary review is underway and will be out for public consultation very soon.  It was noted that as it stands at the moment, Cllr J Somper will no longer be covering  Stour Provost, Stour Row and Todber.  The other Parishes within the Stours Parish Council did not have Cllr J Somper as their ward representative.

26/21 Finance 
To record: Payments paid between meetings – The Clerk had circulated payment schedule for May 2026 for the sum of £5608.50 which had been approved via email for payment.
To agree: Payment Schedule for June 2026 - The Clerk had tabled the Payment Schedule for June 2026 for the sum of £4481.58. This was proposed by Cllr P Bowe and seconded by Cllr A Stagg all agreed for the payments on the payment schedule be paid, the schedule and bank reconciliation were duly signed.
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RESOLVED: to ratify the May payments via email and to agree the payment schedule for June 2026 (26/21– current account)
The bank reconciliation had been circulated and agreed.  The Clerk confirmed that there were no concerns from the internal auditor.
To consider grant applications received
The Clerk tabled a grant application request from East Stour Village Hall.  After debate, Cllr T Robertson proposed the Parish Council award £500.00 to East Stour Village Hall, this was seconded by Cllr S Fuller, all in favour.
RESOLVED: to award East Stour Village Hall a grant of £500.00 from 2026-2027 budget of East Stour. (26/21a grants)

26/22. Planning: review of applications received (DC = Dorset Council)
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26/22 – Chairmans report
No report given

26/23.  Clerk Report- correspondence – all correspondence has been circulated.

26/24.  Items for next agenda and date of next meeting.  Reports/updates from Parishes

The Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 3rd of September 2026 at East Stour Village Hall at 7.00pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 19.40pm
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………
Website address http://www.stours-pc.gov.uk       	                                                                                        
Should you wish to contact any Councillor please us the address clerk@stours-pc.gov.uk
		July 2026      

image1.emf
Payee Detail

 Expense 

Amount 

 Receipt 

Amount 

Lloyds

Bank service charge 4.25 £           

N Phillips

Clerk wages May 26 So 1,329.97 £   

Nest DD

Pension for April 180.00 £       

Southern Electric SP

Refund  32.41 £    

Dontion for graveyard SR

Donation  30.00 £    

J Coates FFF ES

Donation rec ES 130.00 £  

N Phillips

Clerks expenses May 89.99 £         

Handy Hobrook  ES

Remove vandalised bench 135.00 £       

Dorset Council annual 

SID Deployment for ws/es 1,071.00 £   

Alfie Burt 1478 SR Footpaths grass hedge 350.00 £       

Alfie Burt 1477 ES Grass cutting 270.00 £       

Alfie Burt 1479 SP Grass cutting 225.00 £       

Alfie Burt 1476 TB Grass cutting 90.90 £         

Andrea Cudlipp SP Pavillion Cleaning 14 hours 210.00 £       

Vision ICT Website/email.SSL cert 653.44 £       

The Play Inspection Co

SP/SR inspection 190.80 £       

The Play Inspection Co

ES inspection 115.80 £       

HMRC Paye/ni/tax 625.39 £       

SM Greenway SR Phone Box Planter SR 66.96 £         

Total for May 26 4,094.28 £   

Payee Detail

 Expense 

Amount 

 Receipt 

Amount 

DAPTC

Annual Subscription 842.08 £       

Lloyds

Bank service charge 4.25 £           

Eon  SP

Pavillion electric 5.00 £           

East Stour Village

Donation 10.00 £    

N Phillips

Clerks wages May so 1,329.97 £   

HMRC

Paye/ni/tax 625.39 £       

Alfie Burt June ES

Grass Cutting 270.00 £       

Alfie Burt June SP

Grass Cutting 225.00 £       

Alfie Burt June TB

Grass cutting 90.90 £         

N Phillips Back pay for NALC wage inc 474.00 £       

N Phillips Clerks expenses June 89.99 £         

Stour Row Villge Hall Hall Hire  SP/SR 45.00 £         

Andrea Cudlipp SP Cleaning the Pavilion 120.00 £       

Rapid Accounts Internal Audit 360.00 £       

Total for June 26 4,481.58 £   
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Application no   Address  Description   PC decision  

P/FUL/2026/02370  Grahams Farm East Stour  ES  Erection of a temporary mobile home for an agricultural worker  Noted  

P/VOC/2026/02211  Firbank, Dogs Unleashed TB  Change of use of agricultural land to form 1 No. dog training area  Objection  

P/TRC/2026/02674  St Michaels Church SP  T1  -   Ash  -   Fell. T2 Yew -   raise crown 2m  Noted  

P/VOC/2026/02598  Gannetts Quarry TB  Amend approved plans  Noted  

P/NMA/2026/02829  Nonnas Cottage SP  Non material amendment   Noted  

  P/NMA/2026/03198  Jolly Lodge SR  Non material amendment   Noted  


