

Stours Parish Council 	
	
The Stours Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE STOURS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
on the 3rd of September 2026 at 7.00pm at East Stour Village Hall, 
East Stour
Minutes are Not Verbatim

[bookmark: _Hlk149851834]Present: Cllr J Watkins – Chairman, Cllr P Mitchell, Cllr B Loring, Cllr P Patrick, Cllr P Matcham, Cllr T Robertson, Cllr S Fuller, Cllr T Pritchard, Cllr P Stride, Cllr J Uden, Cllr R King, Cllr P Patrick
						
In attendance:	Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk), 1 member of the Public.  Dorset Councillors J Somper, C Woode and V Pothecary.

Public Consultation: A member of the public reported that a few years ago, he reported the poor state of the road along Scotchey Lane to Dorset Council.  He said he sent photo and even had a response from Dorset Council acknowledging the complaint.  It was noted that there has been pieces of work done to the road but it has not resolved the problems.  It is now in a very bad state in the dip, so bad it could cause damage to vehicles.  It was agreed for the Clerk to contact the Highways Officer to report this matter again, as urgent.  			Action - Clerk

26/25.   To receive and accept apologies of absence. 
Cllr B Bowe, Cllr A Stagg, Cllr C Wilkins, Cllr E Edwards, Cllr P Bird sent their apologies

26/26.  Receive declaration of interest and dispensations
There were none.

26/27.  To approve the minutes dated the 2nd of July 2026
The minutes were proposed by Cllr P Patrick and seconded by Cllr T Robertson, all agreed that the minutes are a true and accurate record of the meeting.  They were duly signed by the Chairman.
		RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman (26/27 – no budgetary provision.
		required)
Update for 20MPH speed limit along Stour Lane outside the School – the necessary survey has been requested and once received and Dorset Council support an application, an application will be submitted.  
Road Safety petition – Local resident has produced a private petition for a Road Safety Scheme at East Stour Crossroads.  It was agreed for the Parish Council to forward the petition to Dorset Council road safety team, for their consideration whilst they complete their full inspection along the A30 from Shaftesbury to Henstridge.  The Parish Council will also send their support of any road safety scheme for the village.  It was also noted that if anyone sees any near misses or accidents please report it directly to Dorset Council using the following link, as without evidence Dorset Council will not take action or make note. https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/news/tell-us-about-small-collisions-or-near-misses-to-help-us-target-road-improvements
Update from each Parish
West Stour:
Planning - Ambassador Pools and Leisure – P/FUL/2026/04322 – erect storage building -No comment so far – comments required by 4th September via the portal. 
Neighbourhood Plan- The first five sections of the plan are completed (subject to proof reading). They cover Introduction, Background and Context, Vision and Objectives, Evidence base, and Community Engagement. Section 6, the core section is under development and covers the planning policies. To date they have created a draft settlement boundary which requires a review and the next steps are to expand section 6 using the Buckhorn Weston and Kington Magna neighbourhood plan as a guide.
Fly Infestation - A resident reported a significant fly problem affecting their home, potentially linked to nearby farming activity. After reviewing the concern and checking for any precedent, the Parish Council has advised the resident to contact Dorset Council’s Environmental Health Team, who hold statutory responsibility for investigating nuisance issues. Contact details have been provided, and the resident has been asked to share previous correspondence and keep us updated. 
Speed Indicator Devices - Working well, operations continue to be carried out by Dorset Council SIDs team.
Extension of West Stour A30 30mph speed limit to outer limit of bridge and potential traffic calming measures / Church Street speed limit reduction (30mph to 20mph) request: Application Ref MPH790946880
Update from Clerk 7/7/26: The speed limit application is still with the board, and we should hear by the end of the year. Surveys completed from DC Highways.  20mph, 30mph extension, SID site move, potential A30 crossing, HGV ‘Unsuitable for HGV’s’ sign – Clerk to request an update 						    Action – Clerk
Failed Bridge MNT 26465 - at the junction of N66/8 and N75/2 Grid Ref ST British National Grid Coordinates: 7804523042 (378045, 123042). Reported in June 25 to be replaced and funded by the Council – awaiting permission from landowner.
Failed Stiles either side of the same bridge to be replaced by gates - funded by the West Stour Parish Council - requested in June 25.  These works are on Dorset Council schedule of works, date to be agreed.
Failed Bridge on N75/15 at British National Grid Coordinates: ST7856923596 (378569, 123596) – has been replaced.
Highways – Badger Carcass, was reported 15/7/26 through the correct channels but never collected. Ref No SR00907801. Sent another reminder 2/9/26.  Clerk to chase this matter up.		             Action - Clerk
Hawtree & Sons Riverside Garage - ‘white line’ issue at the Spar Garage. West Stour council has previously raised that the lack of ‘markings’ is an accident risk.  The Clerk will contact both parties again for an update.
East Stour Report
Broken fencing at East Stour Village Hall Carpark – it was agreed for the Clerk to obtain quotes for wooden and composite fencing.										Action – Clerk
Repairs to play area required from recent safety check – it was agreed for the Clerk to obtain a quote for works as stated on the safety check and to include maintenance to the ramp to help with slipping.		Action – Clerk
Proposed Zebra Crossing – Dorset Council have received the request for a Zebra Crossing, they have responded confirming the requested site is not suitable.  Cllr T Robertson will look at other areas and send a map to the Clerk to forward on the Dorset Council.							Action – Cllr Robertson and Clerk
Todber
Millenium Green – a representative from Dorset Wildlife Trust came out and gave advise on how to try and help the wildflowers thrive.  They agreed that the area is being managed well.  They also mentioned a scheme called Living Church Yards, which again promote natural wildflower growth.  They stated that there could be funds to help with purchasing plants.  This project will be looked at in more detail.
Church – the application for reordering the Church at Todber is under way.  They have received an estimate to reorder the Church, which is coming in at a quarter of a million pounds, which the Church does not have.  The wardens and members are looking at ways to raise these moneys.  The Church roof has been repaired.
Stour Provost/Row – a tree application had been received, which the Councillors supported and the resident that has submitted the application has already started work on a large conifer tree that was causing problems with line of sight on the road which has made a big difference to safety for pedestrians.
A local farmer at Stour Row has removed hedges around his field and left them in a large heap in the middle of the said field.  This has been reported to Dorset Council, to ensure this has been done lawfully.

26/28. Reports from Dorset Councillors
Cllr Jane Somper had circulated her report, which will be available to see on the Parish Councils website.
Cllr V Pothecary reported the following:
· Central Government and Dorset Council have started their consultation on Boundary reviews for Towns and Villages, for their Dorset Councillors wards.  Details can be found using the following link. https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=97d7607fcabd5e2116a86cb01a46a245c976d8ff82d2145effc701359aacb4feJmltdHM9MTc4ODM5MzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3d0f684e-aa39-69d8-2643-7f87ab5c680c&psq=Dorset+council+boundary+review&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZG9yc2V0ZWNoby5jby51ay9uZXdzLzI2NTE0OTIyLm5ldy1ib3VuZGFyaWVzLXByb3Bvc2VkLWNvdW5jaWwtd2FyZHMtZG9yc2V0Lw  The consultation finishes on the 9th of November 2026.
· Some of Dorset Councillors have met with the Chief Officer for Dorset Council. It was felt that the meeting was a positive way, to improve communications through Dorset Council.
· Dorset Council have opened their consultation on rights of way, for more information please use the following link. https://consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/c-e/dorset-rights-of-way-consultation/
· Central Government have announced all families that claim universal credit are qualified to apply for free school meals for their children.  Please apply directly to Dorset Council.
· Central Government National Planning Policy has been re-written, the document is available using the following link: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/national-planning-policy-framework-proposed-reforms-and-other-changes-to-the-planning-system/national-planning-policy-framework-proposed-reforms-and-other-changes-to-the-planning-system.  


26/29 Finance 
To record: Payments paid between meetings – The Clerk had circulated payment schedule for July 2026 for the sum of £2116.11 which had been approved via email for payment.
To agree: Payment Schedule for August 2026 - The Clerk had tabled the Payment Schedule for August 2026 for the sum of £4121.32. This was proposed by Cllr T Robertson and seconded by Cllr B Loring all agreed for the payments on the payment schedule be paid, the schedule and bank reconciliation were duly signed
 
[image: ] 

RESOLVED: to ratify the July payments via email and to agree the payment schedule for August 2026 (26/29– current account)
The bank reconciliation had been circulated and agreed.  
The Clerk confirmed that BDO, external auditor, has completed their audit, there was a mistake on one of the forms, which was amended and there were no other concerns.  Full details can be found on the Parish Council’s website.

26/30. Planning: review of applications received (DC = Dorset Council)
Application no 	     Address	                       Description 				         PC decision	      DC decision
[image: ]

26/31 – Chairmans report
Thanked the Councillors for their attendance.

26/32.  Clerk Report- correspondence – all correspondence has been circulated.

26/33.  Items for next agenda and date of next meeting.  Reports/updates from Parishes other to be agreed

The Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 5th of November West Stour Village Hall at 7.00pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.15pm
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………
Website address http://www.stours-pc.gov.uk       	                                                                                        
Should you wish to contact any Councillor please us the address clerk@stours-pc.gov.uk
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Payee Detail

 Expense 

Amount 

HMRC

Paye/ni/tax July 525.22 £       

Alfie Burt 1515 sp

Grass cutting sp 225.00 £       

Alfie Burt 1516 ES

Grass cutting ES 270.00 £       

Alfie Burt 1517 TB

Grass cutting TB 90.90 £         

Stour Row Village Hall

Hall Hire SP/SR 2025 45.00 £         

Mike Lewis SR

Grass cutting SR 190.00 £       

East Stour Village

Grant/donation 500.00 £       

N Phillips

Clerks expenses July 89.99 £         

Nest DD

Pension for July 180.00 £       

Total July 2,116.11 £   

Payee

Detail

 Expense 

Amount 

 Receipt 

Amount 

N Phillips

Clerks wages Aug 1,329.97 £   

Stour Provost Cricket Club

Donation SP 180.00 £  

Eon  SP

Pavilion expenses 14.45 £         

Lloyds

Bank service charge 4.25 £           

N Phillips

Clerks expenses Aug 89.99 £         

Clear Councils

Annual Insurance 913.29 £       

DAPTC New Cllr Course 60.00 £         

BDO 

External Auditor 252.00 £       

Andrea Cudlipp SP

Cleaning the Pavilion 14  210.00 £       

Water2Business SP Water for pavilion 122.98 £       

Mick Lewis  SR Stour Row Cemetery  188.49 £       

Alfie Burt  SP Grass cutting SP 1535 225.00 £       

Alfie Burt ES Grass cutting ES 1536 270.00 £       

Alfie Burt TB Grass cutting TB 1537 90.90 £         

Alfie Burt Hedge SR Hedge Cutting SR 1534 350.00 £       

Total August 4,121.32 £   
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P/FUL/2026/03769 Duncliffe Hall Farm SR Erect three dwellings No objection

Awaiting decision

P/PABA/2026/03966 Provost Farm SP Erect agricultural building Noted

Prior App not required

P/FUL/2025/03963 Branscombe Kennels SR Appeal Noted

Awaiting decision

P/TRC/2026/04314 Stevenstone SP Tree works Noted

Accepted

P/FUL/2026/04322 Ambassador Pools & Leisure ws Erect storage building Awaiting decision

Awaiting decision

P/HOU/2026/04305 Folly Farm ES Erect two storey side extension Noted

Awaiting decision


