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Todber Parish Meeting

Minutes of Todber Parish meeting 
    Held on the 26th of October 2026 at 7.00pm at St Andrews Church
Minutes are not verbatim


Present: Cllr Bowe – Vice-Chairman Stours Parish Council and 7 members of the Public. 
						
In attendance:	Mrs N Phillips – Clerk, Cllr R King and Cllr P Matcham

As Cllr Bowe is the Vice Chairman of the Parish Council, he opened the Parish Meeting 
	
1/26.  Apologies for Absence 
Cllr J Watkins and Dorset Councillor Jane Somper
 
2/26.  Welcome by the Vice-Chairman of Stours Parish Council
 
3/26.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting dated the 23rd of April 2026.
The minutes were agreed by all present and signed by the Vice - Chairman 
RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved and signed by the Vice-Chairman (3/26)

4/26. Matters arising.
Update: The Millennium Green and Woods project – Cllr P Matcham reported the following:
· the annual maintance programme for the Millennium Green and Wood is working well
· the footpaths are cut monthly and a full cut in September where all the grass cuttings are removed to try and promote healthy nutrient supply
· the main focus it to promote wildflower growth, which has proven difficult, and when the flowers do appear the rabbits and pigeons like them too much.  
· Dorset Wildlife Trust representative had visited the site and has suggested that small patches of grass are completely removed and wild plugs planted.  This will hopefully give the flowers a chance against the grass.
· If anyone would like to help with the next stage, early spring, please contact Cllr Matcham
Update: Flooding on Red Lane – the local residents that had brought this problem to the Parish Council attention, reported that Dorset Council have at long last agreed that a broken pipe under the road needs to be replaced.  Dorset Council are being held up on this project, as they need to wait for British Telecom as the works need to be done near their BT pole.  The Clerk will speak to the Highways Officers asking for them to chase BT, as this is an urgent matter that needs to be resolved before more rain and before the road is resurfaced.  It was also noted that Dorset Council have been out another two times to jet the drain, to try and help keep it clear until the works take place.  After further discussions that the pipe repair will help, it will not resolve the amount of run off water along the road.  The Clerk suggested that residents report their concerns directly to the Flood Team and Environment Team at Dorset Council, as more evidence they receive that there is an issue, the more power Dorset Council will have to do something about it.  The following links are for the Flood Team and Environment Team - https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/report-flooding  https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/contact-environmental-health 
Update: On provision of a defibrillator for the village – this will be investigated in more detail as using a solar powered defibrillator will require a secure storage place.  It was suggested that the Parish look at purchasing a replacement noticeboard, and to add a storage area for the defibrillator.  The cost for a solar powered defibrillator is more than the standard ones.  
Update: Reordering of St Andrew’s Church – it was reported that the request for the reordering of St Andrews Church is still in progress.  In the meantime, the Church has had the roof repaired and there are some windows that have also gone off for repair.  Going forward, an architect will be asked to design a plan, so that tenders can be sort for the necessary works to enable the Church to be used as a social hub.
To agree: Budget for 2027-2028 – The Clerk tabled the proposed budget/precept for the Parish for 2027/2028 for the sum of £2900.00, the same a 2026-2027.  This was agreed be all present.
Any other matters – Cllr P Mitcham would like to suggest that the Parish Council look at requesting a speed limit reduction from East Stour crossroad through to Marnhull.  This was welcomed by the residents present. The process for requesting any speed limit reduction is done on evidence.  Dorset Council will firstly need evidence that the Parish are behind the proposal, then speed surveys need to be completed.  Cllr Mitcham has already produced an impressive report showing reasons for why the speed reduction is required.  After further discussions, it was agreed to do a leaflet drop to residents in the Parish, for their views on the proposal.  To help with this proposal, if anyone see any kind of accident, near miss or just bad driving, they can report it to Dorset Council https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/news/tell-us-about-small-collisions-or-near-misses-to-help-us-target-road-improvements. Unfortunately, the police do not always report collisions to Dorset Council.  Dorset Council need evidence that there are issues on roads to help with them to justify spending public money to help with road safety.  It was also suggested it would be a good idea to contact Marnhull Parish Council to hear their comments on this proposal.

5/26. Dorset Councillor Jane Somper report:
Dorset Councillors reports are available to see on the Parish Council’s website.

6/26. Planning update
The Clerk tabled all of the planning applications received for Todber Parish from April 26 to October 26, which is as follows:
[image: ]

7/26. Matters of interest and information 
Dorset Council Local plan was out for consultation, which can still be seen on Dorset Councils website. https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/dorset-council-local-plan-consultation
It was suggested that the Parish do a litter pick.  The Clerk confirmed that she can provide the necessary equipment for the Parish.  It was suggested that this should be added to the leaflet that will be given out to local residents regarding the reduction of speed limit.										                     

8/26.   Agenda items to be agreed for the next Parish meeting on date in 21st of April 2027 – AGM – All matters arising
		    
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.00
	
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………

Website address http//: www.stours-pc.gov.uk
Should you wish to contact any Councillor please us the address
clerk@stours-pc.gov.uk
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Planning Application from May 2026 to October 2026

Application no  Address Description  PC decisionDorset Council

P/VOC/2026/02211 Firbank, Dogs Unleashed TB Change of use of agricultural land to form 1 No. dog training areaObjection Granted

P/VOC/2026/02598 Gannetts Quarry TB Amend approved plans Noted Granted


